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Headlines & Happenings

All About The Exchange
Under the leadership of Dr. Chris
Paysinger, this exciting program
provides students with real-world
experiences while fulfilling their
educational requirements. The
students meet in a re-purposed
space on the Square and
engages students focusing on
their interests.

Follow The
Exchange

Athens Spring Art Show
The 2nd Annual One Athens
Spring Art Show was a smash!
Student artwork from every
school & grade level across the
district was showcased. Thanks
to ACS Fine Arts for this great
event!

New Band Director
Athens High School graduate
Stephen Porter has returned
home to become the new AHS
Band Director. He takes over the
program June 1. Welcome
home, Mr. Porter!

Legacy Bricks at AHS
The Athens City Schools
Foundation is still accepting
brick orders for the AHS Legacy
Brick Project. Specially engraved
bricks will be placed on the
grounds of the new high school.
Donate a brick to memorialize a
loved one, honor years of
service, commemorate a
graduation or remember a
special teacher. Brick prices start
at $50.00.

Order A Brick

Class of 2018
AHS graduation is May 24. The
commencement speakers are
honor graduates Sean O'Conner
and Kara McHalffey. There are
237 graduates in the class, 34 of
whom are honor graduates. All
honor grads share the rank of
#1. Athens Renaissance School
graduation is May 22 at the
Limestone County Event Center.
Congratulations graduates!

Construction Update
Martin & Cobey construction
reports that approximately 80%
of the school construction is
complete, and the project
timeline is on schedule.
Everything is is now "under roof"
with the exception of the
auditorium and gymnasium.
Courtyard landscaping is
scheduled to begin in June.

https://www.facebook.com/The-Exchange-An-Athens-City-Schools-Academy-150471458986596/
https://www.acsf.acs-k12.org/bricks


JNES Outdoor Classroom
Through a grant from the
Alabama Wildlife Federation and
with community support, the
JNES family worked together to
re-purpose the campus garden.
They installed a songbird
sanctuary, sensory flower bed,
pollinator flower bed, herb bed,
woodland wildlife bed, bird
feeders, bird baths & squirrel
feeders. Future plans include a
goldfish pond, weather station
and turtle habitat.

Soccer Girls Rule
The AHS Girls Varsity Soccer
team is the Area 16 Champion!
This accomplishment comes
under the leadership of first-year
varsity head Coach Chelsea
Hurst. Hurst played Division I
soccer at The University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga. She
brings years of experience and
passion for the sport and is a
great leader for our students.
Exciting times for Athens soccer!

New Playground for AIS
Thanks to the generosity of
community donors, school
fundraising and the efforts of the
AIS team, these student finally
have a playground to call their
own! In 2018-19, AIS will be
home to all the 4th & 5th grade
students in ACS. The playground
addition helps support their
commitment to providing a true
elementary experience as they
welcome a new group of
students in the fall.

Snapshot from the Super
As this school year comes to a close, I am proud to say that the students and
staff of Athens City Schools have much to celebrate. I continue to be
impressed with the dedication of the teachers in this school system and their
commitment to student success. They care of their students long after the
bell rings at the end of each school day.

As we look toward the summer, many changes are on the horizon. Each
school is preparing for the system building moves over the summer.

Elementary schools will adjust to become K-3. AIS is preparing for their new batch of 4th and 5th grade
students. Sixth through 8th grades will all be relocating to the new location of AMS (at the current high
school). We fully expect the academic areas of the new high school will be completed by August 30 for
the first day of school. However, in the event of a delay, contingency plans are in place for the affected
AHS students. All other students and teachers in the system will shift to their new spaces. Every teacher
and classroom will be in place and prepared to welcome back our students for an exciting new year!

Ask the Superintendent

More News From Around ACS

Back-to-Back State
Honors for TSA

The AHS Technology Student
Association (TSA) placed 3rd
overall in the state for the 2nd
year in a row at the Alabama
State TSA Conference in
Birmingham. TSA is sponsored
by AHS teachers Andrew Risner
(pictured above) and Michael
May. Thanks to our incredible
teachers who inspire and lead
our kids to greatness!

Freshman Center
Principal Gia Russell

The new Athens High School
campus will include a dedicated
Freshman Center for ninth grade
students. Under the leadership
of Freshman Center
Administrator Mrs. Gia Russell
and her team, the center will
allow for a year of transition for
students as they adjust to the
demanding expectations of high
school. We are proud to offer this
space and experience for our
freshmen!

Learn More About
Freshman Center

Sixth Grade Center
Principal Kim Moore

The new Sixth Grade Center
(SGC) at AMS will be a dedicated
"school within a school"
designed to equip students for
success. A focused team of
teachers and leaders bring a
special approach to this
important year of transition,
development and preparation for
7th & 8th grades. Mrs. Kim Moore
is the SGC Administrator. The
center will be housed on the AMS
campus beginning fall 2018.

Learn More About
Sixth Grade

Center

https://www.acs-k12.org/Page/1417
https://www.acs-k12.org/domain/1863
https://www.acs-k12.org/domain/332


AMS Winter Guard
The AMS Winter Guard took first
place in their first-ever
competition! Way to go Winter
Guard!

CNP Excellence
Congratulations to Lacey
Hodges! Lacey is a part of the
AMS CNP team, and she won a
$2,000 scholarship. Lacey will
begin college and work toward
her goal of becoming a Child
Nutrition Program Director!

AMS Cheer Success
The AMS Cheer Team finished in
the Top 10 in the country in their
division in Orlando, Florida. We
are proud of you!

The Color Run
The AHS Interact Club hosted the
inaugural Color Run 5K for
Clean Water in April. More than
75 runners of all ages came out
to support the cause. The event
raised over $3600 to be donated
to a clean water project overseas
to help others in need. The
Interact Club is sponsored by
Mrs. Shannon Carter in
partnership with the Athens
Rotary Club and operates under
the leadership of Interact
President Reagan Boyett.

Learn More About
Interact Club

Acts of Kindess Wall
In the aftermath of the tragedy at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School, the AHS Student Council
chose to promote safety by
focusing on acts of kindness.
The purpose of the "kindness
wall" is to prevent tragic events
from occurring by reaching out to
students while emphasizing that
a little kindness can go a long
way. Students place notes on the
wall noting ways in which
kindness can be shared within
the school and community. Once
an act is completed, it is posted
to be a visible reminder that
kindness really does matter.

Ninja Warrior Teacher
AIS teacher Megan Dillard is
proof that with hard work and
dedication a person can
accomplish any dream! She
competed on American Ninja
Warrior earlier this spring. The
show will air this summer on
NBC. Megan trained for almost
two years to reach her goal. She
is an excellent example of
perseverance and commitment,
and she is an inspiration to the
students of Athens City. The AIS
motto is "Dream it. Believe it.
Achieve it." Way to live it out,
Megan! We are proud of you.

Teacher Spotlight
Chief Chambers Awarded for Public
Service
The Greater Limestone County Chamber of Commerce honored AHS

JRTOC Senior Army Instructor, Chief Warrant Officer James

Chambers with the Public Service Award at their annual award

luncheon in April. Chambers took over the program in 2014 because

he wanted an opportunity to give back to the community and meet a

need for youth mentorship. He served in the United States Army for

26 years, including two overseas combat deployments.

The AHS JROTC program has a rich history that dates back to 1965. Chief Chambers continues building

on this tradition with absolute dedication and heart. "I recognize that I am not just a teacher. I manage a

program that teaches cadets how to navigate high school and become productive citizens. I just want to

help these students get to where they want to be in life," said Chambers.

Athens Academies Update

SPARK Academy at Cowart

Learn More About the Athens
Academies

https://www.acs-k12.org/Domain/293
https://www.acs-k12.org/domain/1746


ACS is proud of the heritage of our schools. We embrace and fully acknowledge the contributions of
those for whom the schools are named. The original names of our four elementary schools are not
being removed. Julian Newman, Athens Elementary, James L. Cowart Elementary and Brookhill
Elementary will remain the official names for our elementary schools. However, each elementary school
is incorporating a tag name to reflect the focus of the individual academy. The additions include:

iAcademy at Athens Elementary
Innovation (Computer Science)
FAME Academy at Brookhill Elementary
Fine Arts Meet Education (Fine Arts)
HEART Academy at Julian Newman Elementary
Helping Everyone Achieve Results Together (Health & Medical)
SPARK Academy at James L. Cowart Elementary
Scientific Project Based Academic Research by Kids (STEM)

Each K-3 academy will maintain the standards of excellence parents have come to know and trust from
ACS. The learning experience will be enhanced through hands-on, project-based learning that is
incorporated into the curriculum around each school's individual theme. Just as the standards of
excellence remain the same while being enhanced through the new academy concepts, so go the
names of the schools. The additional identifiers are enhancements to the originals, not replacements.
Our school names are an important part of the history that defines this community. This history is what
has molded our community and strengthened our schools. It is the beacon that will guide us as we
prepare today’s students for the future.

For the first time ever, ACS families had the option to apply to their academy of choice for the 2018-2019
school year. Students were selected by an electronic lottery process in early May, and parents have been
notified of acceptance. In addition, each elementary was given the discretion to determine whether
uniforms would be required for their students. SPARK Academy has elected to continue with uniforms for
their students next year; however, no other schools will require uniforms in 2018-2019.

HEART Academy at
Julian Newman

iAcademy at
Athens Elementary

FAME Academy at
Brookhill

Splash into Summer!

Kindergarten Camp
Athens Elementary

July 16-26
July 23-26

Brookhill
August 7-9

Julian Newman
August 6-8
August 13-15

SPARK Academy at Cowart
August 13-16

Stay Sharp with Summer
Reading at the Library

The Athens-Limestone Public
Library summer reading
program theme this year is
Libraries Rock! They have a
fantastic summer reading
program planned to keep the
whole family reading and
entertained through the summer!
Registration begins June 4.
Check out the calendar below.

Library Summer
Events Calendar

ASU Summer Camps for
Kids

Athens State Univerity's Center
for Lifelong Learning offers
several summer camps for
children ages 5 and up. Kids can
try cooking camp, photography,
STEM, sign language camp and
more! For older children, there is
a sitter's camp and ACT prep
camps.

Explore &
Register for

Summer Camps

AHS Summer Sports
Camps for Kids

Athens Baseball Camp
June 4-6
Ages 5-12

AHS Basketball Academy

Register for Baseball Camp

http://www.alcpl.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/2018-calendar.pdf
https://athens.augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=ClassListing.ClassListingDisplay&int_category_id=3&int_sub_category_id=19&int_catalog_id=
http://www.athenshighschoolsportscamps.com/


July 23-26
Rising 1st-9th grade students

Future Golden Eagles Youth Football Camp
June 18
Rising 1st-6th grade students

Golden Eagle Soccer Camp
July 23-36
Boys & girls ages 5-12

Athens Softball Camp
June 4-6
Ages 5-12

To learn more about camps & find registration
forms, please visit www.acs-k12.org/camps.

Register for Basketball Camp

Register for Football Camp

Register for Soccer Camp

Register for Softball Camp

Transportation Changes
Athens City Schools will change to a new bus stop system for all
bus riders beginning August 2018. All bus riders will be picked up
and dropped off at an area bus stop. Enrolled students will be
notified of their bus stop location and time by mail before school
starts. This letter will also include details regarding bus policies
and procedures as they reflect these new changes.

Buses will be separated by grade groups; elementary (K-3), AIS (4-
5) and AMS (6-8). Students will all ride separate ly. Students must

be enrolled in ACS to be assigned to a bus stop. To enroll, visit www.acs-k12.org/enrollment.

To learn more about these changes and read our FAQs, please visit www.acs-k12.org/Page/1930.
Questions or comments should be directed to Mr. Mike Bishop. Questions can be submitted online at
www.acs-k12.org/Page/1929 or by calling Mr. Bishop at 256-233-6637.

Bus Stop FAQs Ask a Bus Question

http://www.acs-k12.org/camps
http://www.athenshighschoolsportscamps.com/
https://www.acs-k12.org/Page/1923
https://www.acs-k12.org/Page/1925
http://www.athenshighschoolsportscamps.com/
http://www.acs-k12.org/enrollment
http://www.acs-k12.org/Page/1930
http://www.acs-k12.org/Page/1929
http://www.acs-k12.org/Page/1930
http://www.acs-k12.org/Page/1929

